The role of neuropsychological testing and evaluation: when to refer.
This article examines neuropsychological deficits associated with several medical disorders (HIV infection, sickle cell disease, diabetes, and Turner syndrome), psychiatric disorders (schizophrenia, conduct disorder, mood disorder, and substance abuse disorder), and traumatic brain injury, especially as a consequence of child and relationship abuse. The literature reviewed includes attention to developmental and sociocultural considerations (gender, ethnicity, interpersonal violence, family function). A brief overview of changes in neuropsychological practice is provided. The focus of the article is on the use of neuropsychological evaluation as a first step in rehabilitation for adolescents with neuropsychological deficits. A complex clinical case evaluated with the Ackerman-Banks Neuropsychological Rehabilitation Battery is included to demonstrate the way in which identification of neuropsychological strengths and weaknesses can be used to develop treatment recommendations.